TO: All GRAPHLIT participants
FROM: Scott Honig, Emily Man, and John-Paul Mannebach
RE: GRAPHLIT 2017/2018 Summer Reading
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One of the essential elements we want to promote is that of collaboration. By working together, teachers and students can maximize the potential both of the individual and of the group. This requires responsibility and self-motivation from everyone. We encourage you to share ideas and contribute actively to the development and execution of the course.

Your summer reading assignment is designed to set you on the right path. Here’s what you will need:  

· Understanding Comics by Scott McCloud (you purchase)

· The Complete Bone by Jeff Smith (we will give you)

· an 81/2  x 11 or 9 x 12 sketchbook  
Summer Assignment 1 – Google Classroom
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Your Task: Register for the GraphLit Google Classroom!

Class Code: s7jwxqi 

Summer Assignment 2 - Exam

Background: The concepts you will learn in Understanding Comics will form the foundation of our study of graphic literature, so it is imperative that you read it carefully.  
Your Task: Since you will own the book, we encourage you to annotate right in it in preparation for some sort of “test” you will take during the first week of school.  You will NOT be able to use the book during the test.
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Summer Assignment 3 - Project

Background: We will provide you with a copy of The Complete Bone that you may borrow.  Since you’ll be returning it at the end of the summer, you may not write in the book.  Consider annotating on Post-It Notes or in some other way.  Do the best you can to keep this book in excellent condition, as they are expensive and we plan to use them every year.  If your book comes back in poor condition, you will be asked to pay for it.  As you read The Complete Bone, consider the idea that the story is really an epic journey revolving around the three Bone cousins: Fone Bone, Phoney Bone, and Smiley Bone.  Throughout their journey, we meet many other characters well.  
Your Task: Develop a new character for Bone.    
· Create an illustration of your character (in any medium of your choice)

· Write a 1-page profile that introduces us to your character.  Include:

· “history” – a quick timeline of your character’s past, present, and future

· descriptions of your character’s personality

· explanations of your character’s goals or aspirations
· an indication of where/how your character 
might be placed in the Bone story 

· Be prepared to present your character to the class.

This project is due on the FIRST DAY of class.  Late assignments will result in a significantly lower 1st quarter grade.  


Welcome to GRAPHLIT. With hope, this program will be challenging, fulfilling, and life-altering!





Some Key Concepts to Know & Understand:


Definition of Comics


Iconography


Received vs. Perceived Information


Closure


Panel-to-Panel Transitions








Now let’s enjoy the summer, read some awesome comics, and prepare for a cool, unique experience!!











